The prevalence of locally-synthesized virus antibodies in various forms of multiple sclerosis.
In 125 patients with multiple sclerosis, intrathecally synthesized antibodies against measles, rubella and zoster viruses were determined with an ELISA. 70% of patients with chronic progressive disease synthesized measles antibodies in comparison to 50% with a relapsing course. Women suffering from chronic progressive multiple sclerosis exhibited zoster antibodies 3 times as frequent as the other patients. These data indicate that relapsing and chronic progressive forms of multiple sclerosis exhibit different antiviral responses within the central nervous system which remain stable during the course of the disease.